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The Practice of Social Research course introduces students to the fundamental principles
of the design of social research, including research methods and ethics, from design to data
analysis and report writing. It examines the key varieties of evidence, sampling methods,
logic of comparison, and causal reasoning researchers use in their study of social issues. In
addition, as a work skills course, you have to discover a social problem, conduct a social
survey and write a survey report.

The Practice of Social Research allow students to make sense of the social world, to
discover why people think and act like they do and how important institutions act. The main
purpose of this course is to provide you with a broad introduction to the methodological
foundations and tools to study mass communications. But a secondary purpose is to

convince you that the process of scientific discovery can be fun. Most of the semester will
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focus on the fundamentals of quantitative social science and applied research, although we
will also explore qualitative research.  You will learn how to identify problems to study,
develop hypotheses and research questions, specify independent and dependent variables,
check for the validity and reliability of studies and design research projects. You will be
exposed to the broad range of designs used in communication research from laboratory and
field experiments, surveys, content analysis, focus groups and in-depth interviewing.
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